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No special training had been give him in the subject
in which the boy excelled, nor had any cognizance been
taken of it in the work that had been obtained for him.
He had been placed, we know, through an agency in several
different positions, but without any regard to his general
stupidity or his special ability. Whether any practical
measures taking into account his gift for manipulation of
numbers could have been undertaken, is open to discussion.
When the boy was studied by us he had already been long
delinquent and was not altogether trustworthy, so that he
was unfitted for handling money. He had been engaged
in several stealing affairs, was fond of gambling, and had
once been in a burglary. To what extent his mentality
was a direct factor in his misconduct we cannot be sure,
but it probably had much relationship to his early truancy,
which, as we know, so often leads to more serious misdeeds.

In any case, his ability for handling numbers and number
relationships might well have been used to advantage;
perhaps with training the boy might have been more in-
terested in some clerical work than in the positions that
had been procured for him without regard to his special
ability and disabilities.

SPECIAL ABILITY FOR LANGUAGE

Some mental defectives have special ability for language,
exhibited not only by the acquirement of a remarkably
good vocabulary, but also by the effective and often dra-
matic use of words. We have known subnormal and even
rather low grade feeble-minded individuals who, without
special training, have shown facility in the use of several
languages. The practical bearings of this talent are
extremely important. Because lay verdicts regarding
mental ability are based largely upon impressions gained
through conversation, such people are usually accounted